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 Junior Soccer News

New Soccer Section Chairman Stephen 
Tew joined a good crowd of spectators 
at the 4th Festival of Football at the Club 

on Boxing Day. This year saw AIA join as title 
sponsors and the players were resplendent in 
their new kit. The annual England v Scotland 
fixture started proceedings and initially it was a 
procession for England, leading 5-1 until two 
late goals for Scotland livened up the game 
and made for a tense finish. England eventually 
prevailed 5-3.

The youth games featured age groups from 
Under 10s up to Under 16s, with select teams 
from the Hong Kong Junior Football League 
(HKJFL) doing battle with each other and local 
opposition in the form of Yuen Long Football 
Club.

Boxing Day –  
Festival of Football

After the England v Scotland game, four Under 
11 teams played in a tournament featuring the 
best players from the HKJFL competing for the 
Junior Challenge Cup. HKFC was represented 
along with Asia Pacific Soccer Schools (APSS), 
Tai Tam Tigers (TTT), Kowloon Cricket Club 
(KCC), Major League Football Association 
(MLFA), Brasil Top Skills (BTS), Brazilian Football 
Academy (BFA), ACC Japan and Hong Kong 
Dragons. In the semi-finals, the Lions overcame 
the Tigers 3-0 while the Panthers beat the 
Cougars on penalties after a 0-0 draw. The 
final saw the Lions win narrowly 1-0 over the 
Panthers. Winning coach Ian Riddell was 
delighted, as were the boys who won Best 
Player awards – Bennett Foote (HKFC), Yuto 
Oshiro (Hong Kong Dragons), Dylan Mayooran 
(APSS) and Eliot Marschall (BFA). 

Next, the U12 boys and U12 girls took to the 
field. On Pitch 1, Mark Hayman’s Kowloon 
and Islands Team beat a Hong Kong Island 
team coached by Martin Haskins 2-0. Byron 
Doughty (TTT) and Luke Bannon (MLFA) 
were voted Best Players. Over on Pitch 2, 
Ian Meekcoms’s Kowloon and Islands team 
suffered an agonising penalty defeat after a 
thrilling 4-4 draw with Paul Hoy’s Hong Kong 
Island Island Girls. Maia-Itakura Prepscius 
(ACC Japan) and Claudia Brunner (KCC) were 
deserved winners of the Best Player awards.

A large crowd rolled up to watch the next 
match between the two HKJFL Under 14 select 
teams. The game was played at a high tempo 
in the first half and was very close, 2-2 at half 
time. However, in the second half, Hong Kong 
Island (coached by Mark Grainger) made use 
of their full compliment of subs. It proved too 
much for Kowloon and Islands, who, despite 
playing some good football, lost 7-2 in the 
end. The Best Player awards went to Michael 
Udebuluzor (APSS) for Hong Kong Island and 
Christian Lewis (BTS) for Kowloon and Islands.

The final game was the Under 16 clash 
between a HKJFL Select Team and Yuen Long, 
who had stepped in at the very last minute 
as replacements for South China. The HKJFL 
team got off to a very good start and soon went 
ahead. They then maintained the upper hand 
for most of the game and were too strong, 
eventually winning 6-1 after a late consolation 
for Yuen Long. The Best Players were Luke 
Dow (Hong Kong Dragons) and MA Man-
ching from Yuen Long. 

David Williams, Boxing Day Tournament 
Organiser.

U12 keeper looking for the save U12s in action

U16 teams - HKJFL Select and Yuen  Long FC

U12 Girls

U10-11 players shaking handsa
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The Operation Santa Claus football 
tournament took place on 10th 
December 2017 at Stanley Ho Sports 

Ground. The Operation Santa Claus event 
is something the Soccer Section has been 
involved with for a long time and a special event 
in that it involves our junior players and senior 
members, and helps raise significant money for 
local causes.

As is the case every year, this year’s event 
comprised junior and senior tournaments. 
HKFC once again organised the junior 
tournament, this year alongside our co-
organisers and partners at the Hong Kong 
Football Association (HKFA). HKFC also entered 
a team into the senior tournament. The only 
thing missing was the annual Crusaders match, 
as the Crusaders were on tour over the same 
weekend. 

In the Junior Tournament, this year we had a 
total of 32 teams competing in the under 9 and 
under 12 junior competitions. Each team had 
a squad of up to 10 players meaning that 320 
kids could enjoy the tournament. These teams 

were made up of school teams, local league 
teams and teams from the local community 
formed to take part.  

HKFC, winners of last season’s U9 Cup (there 
was only one age group event last year), 
decided to not send our first teams for both U9 
and U12 tournaments, a decision taken to give 
more kids an opportunity to play and given that 
our first teams have had plenty of football this 
season. We entered a total of 5 teams in U9s 
and 4 teams in U12s. 

While we left without silverware, our kids 
had fun and got to participate in a great 
tournament and worthwhile event. Over the 
course of the day a total of 80 matches were 
played, culminating in 4 finals (Cup, Plate, 
Shield and Bowl). In the under 9s the winners 
of the Cup were Hong Kong City Boys whilst 
FC Banterlona picked up the Cup in the U12s 
competition. 

In the senior tournament, we entered a team 
with a veteran core supplemented with youth 
players (ie young players who can run so us 

OSC 5-aside Cup Champions

Operation Santa Claus Tournament,  
great cause and great day of football

older guys don’t have to!). Two U16 academy 
players (Conrad Szymanski and Jesper 
Jarlefelt) and one U18 player (Gabriel Ng) 
were added to a squad that included Captain 
Mark Grainger, Stephen Tew (our Section 
Chairman), Gavin McDermott and Nam 
Nguyen (who had to play goalie as no one 
else wanted to!). We were also fortunate that 
first team player Tom Halder was coaching in 
the U12 tournament which ran concurrently 
– so Tom was able to shuffle back and forth 
between two pitches. 

After losing our first group match to a strong 
Savills side, we won the rest of our group 
games and topped our group. We beat 
Linklaters in the Cup Semis and then faced 
Savills again in the finals, this time winning the 
Cup on penalty shootout. Tom Halder was 
player of the tournament with his play making 
and goals, our youth players played excellent 
football and showed great maturity, and the 
veteran core held its own with Mark Grainger 
providing his usual leadership. 

It was a great fun day of football for all. Special 
thanks to Brendan Mcgraw, our Junior Soccer 
Head Coach for Y7, who once again organised 
a first class tournament for the kids. And 
special thanks to Mark Grainger who captained 
the team to its first Cup trophy in a few years.

Brendan Mcgraw (OSC Junior Tournament 
Organiser), Nam Nguyen (Senior Team Goalie)

U12 Marco Martin in action

U12 Coach Mark Shuper giving a team talk

Gavin McDermott trying to make a tackle
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