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Alan Shearer visits HKFC
In early November, Alan Shearer came 
through Hong Kong in support of Wallsend 

Boys Club Hong Kong (WBC HK), an 
organisation set up by our very own Neil 
Jensen, Tony Sealy and Chris Vale, to 
provide football to underprivileged children 
who otherwise would not have the opportunity. 
Beyond the excitement of meeting one of the 
legends of the game, the visit was even more 
special given its purpose (to raise funds and 
awareness for WBC HK’s important initiatives) 
and Junior Soccer’s shared values with WBC 
HK. A number of WBC HK-sponsored children 
from Po Leung Kuk Foundation play in our 
Junior Soccer Programme.  

Many in the Club knew of the dinner event in 
the Sports Hall, where Shearer, not surprisingly 
was an entertaining and engaging dinner host. 
Perhaps less known was Shearer’s busy day 
the day before. Shearer visited Po Leung Kuk 
and spent time with the children that live there. 
At the Club afterwards, he spent time playing 
football with the boys and girls from Po Leung 
Kuk who are enrolled in our Junior Soccer 
Programme. 

He then spent time with our U7-U12 midweek 
training players, the most memorable moment 
being when someone asked how many 
goals he scored in his lifetime. After Shearer 

answered, one kid yells “No way!”  Shearer 
and the rest burst out laughing, and as the 
crowd parted to identify the voice, the laughter 
continued as everyone realised the kid was 
probably no more than 7-8 years old. It was 
a good moment and one that I won’t forget. 
Shearer then spent time with our older U13-16 
Youth Pathway academy players, giving these 
players insight into what it takes to play at the 
highest levels.  

The day was capped off with the kids gathered 
around the penalty area and Shearer giving a 
lesson on taking penalty kicks, including what 
goes through his mind when he takes them; 
a unique opportunity to learn from one of the 
greatest penalty takers of all time.  This was 
followed by a penalty kick competition with 
players, of all ages, selected from the crowd. 

It was an incredible day and one the kids will 
never forget. They may have been too young 
(or not even born) when Shearer was playing 
in the Premier League, but they knew they 
were spending time with someone who was a 
special player. And Shearer’s genuine interest 
and interactions with the kids also showed that 
not only does he display class on the pitch, but 
off of it as well.  

  Nam Nguyen
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Alan Shearer with U7-U12 players, with trade mark one arm/ hand goal celebration

Alan Shearer giving a lesson on taking penalty kicks

Alan Shearer demonstrating a penalty kick

HKFC U16 Team Captain Jesper Jarlefelt taking a 
penalty with Alan Shearer closely watching

Alan Shearer with U13-U16 Youth Pathway 
(academy) players

Alan Shearer, WBC HK founders (Chris Vale, Neil 
Jensen, Tony Sealy) with Po Leung Kuk players in 
the JS Programme

Alan Shearer playing football with Po Leung  
Kuk kids

HKFC U8 player Dimitris Vallas taking a 
penalty on U16 Goalie Derek Ing


