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SOCCER

HKFC training with Harry Kane

The end of May saw Hong Kong play host 
to an ‘end-of-season’ tour by English 
Premier League giants Tottenham 

Hotspur, with a challenge match against local 
Premier League champions Kitchee. The visit 
was made in support of Spurs’ sponsorship 
deal with locally based insurance company, 
AIA. As part of AIA’s own new sponsorship 
agreement with the Soccer Section, AIA 
arranged for coaches from Spurs’ Global 
Coaching programme to lead several coaching 
sessions at the Club.

On the evenings of 22nd and 23rd May 2017, 
a team of coaches, led by Global Coaching 
Manager Andy Rogers and assisted by 
coaches Anton Blackwood, Danny Hart and 
Danny Mitchell, led sessions for over 150 
children (ages 8-16) from the Section’s Youth 
Pathway and Junior Soccer programmes, 
children from the Crusaders programme, 
players from the Section’s Ladies Team and 
40 Junior Soccer coaches. The sessions not 
only provided the participants the experience 
of the wealth of knowledge of the Spurs 
Global Coaches, but also the opportunity 
to experience and learn football skills in the 
manner associated with Spurs worldwide.

AIA Bring Spurs To 
The Club

As the pièce de résistance, on the second 
evening, the youth players, coaches and 
parents were graced by a visit to the Club by 
a number of the travelling Spurs First Team 
squad, including Jan Vertongen, Victor 
Wanyama, Toby Alderwiereld and the EPL’s 
Golden Boot winner of the last two seasons 
and current England captain, Harry Kane. 
During their visit, the players made themselves 
available for autographs, Q&A sessions as 
well as joining in with the coaching sessions. 
Some of the youngsters were also able to 
boast to their school friends the next day 
that they were in one of Harry Kane’s own 
selfies! As a memento of the visit, the Section 
was presented with a framed shirt signed by 
this season’s Spurs First Team Squad, to be 
displayed on the Club walls, ideally replacing 
the red and white shirt of their North London 
rivals, or any other red shirt come to that!

In all the years that the Club has hosted 
visiting overseas teams and coaches, never 
have I received so many positive comments, 
high praise and thanks from the membership 
in recognition of the professionalism of the 
visitors and their unerring and pleasant 
attitude. The Section’s thanks go out to AIA 

Citi All Stars, meanwhile, retained their Masters Tournament title after 
Jamie Cureton scored his second goal of the game at the death to 
claim a dramatic 3-2 victory over Wallsend Boys Club in the final.

The match-winning strike capped an excellent weekend for the 
former Norwich City forward, who claimed the top scorer award with 
nine goals before being named the Masters Tournament MVP.

“We’ve played well throughout the entire tournament and from the 
second half [in the final] I thought we performed really well and 

deserved to win it,” said Cureton.

“It’s my job to score goals, I didn’t expect to get as many as nine, 
but I’m very pleased. I came three or four years ago and we didn’t 
do very well, so I’m hoping the nine goals and winning will get me an 
invite again next year.”

Finally, tournament debutants Play on PROS won the Masters Shield 
after Emile Heskey scored a sublime free-kick to claim a 3-2 victory 
over Discovery Bay in the final.

 Junior Soccer News

in arranging the event and we look forward 
to developing our relationships both with AIA 
in promoting football to the less privileged 
youth within Hong Kong and with the Spurs 
Global Coaches in further involving them in the 
Section’s Junior Soccer programme. 

Come On You Spurs!

Kieran Flynn

Chairman Soccer Section


