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Soccer News

Stephen Tew,  
Soccer Section Captain

From the Soccer Captain

Boxing Day 
Festival of Football
While Soccer Section Chairman 

Kieran Flynn visited his mother-
in-law in Kuala Lumpur, junior 
soccer players, parents, a 

good crowd of spectators were on hand to 
participate in the 3rd Annual Festive Season at 
the Club on Boxing Day. The annual England 
v Scotland fixture was sandwiched between 
youth games featuring age groups from 
Under 10s up to Under 16s, with select teams 
from the Hong Kong Junior Football League 
(HKJFL) doing battle with each other and local 
opposition in the form of South China Athletic 
Association.

The day started with a four team Under 10s 
tournament featuring the best players from the 
HKJFL playing for the Junior Challenge Cup 
(teams included the Tigers, Lions, Panthers 
and Cougars). HKFC was represented along 
with Asia Pacific Soccer Schools (APSS), Tai 
Tam Tigers, Kowloon Cricket Club (KCC), ACC 
Japan, Major League Football Association 
(MLFA), Brasil Top Skills (BTS), Hong Kong 
Dragons and Asian International Football 
Academy. In the semi-finals, the Tigers 
overcame the Panthers 3-2 while the Lions 
won 3-0 over the Cougars. The final saw the 
Lions win narrowly 1-0 over the Tigers. Winning 

Kung Hei Fat Choy, wishing all 
members a prosperous and healthy 
year of the Rooster.

This month, we have reports from 
teams who participated in the festival 
of football held on Boxing Day and 
Operation Santa Claus tournaments.

Key fixtures to look out for in 
February are as follows:

 DATE TEAMS VENUE KO TIME

5-Feb Colts v GAS HKFC 6.30pm

Wanderers v KCC Dragons HKFC 3pm

11-Feb HKFC Ladies v Eastern HKFC 8.30pm

17-Feb HKFC v R&F HKFC 8pm

19-Feb Albion v KCC Dragons HKFC 1.30pm

Wanderers v GAS HKFC 3pm

Lucky Mile v Kwok Keung HKFC 4.45pm

The Panthers and Tigers clash…

The U14 teams line up for a pre-match photo
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HKJFL Select struggled to hold a strong South China 
team in the U14 game, with the latter running out 3-1 
winners

Victory is ours!

coach Neil Jewbury (HKFC P5) was delighted, 
as were the boys who won Best Player awards 
– Aiden Yeung (P5) and Joshua Baker (P4) 
from HKFC and Rintaro Chaen (BTS), Calum 
Bloxham (MLFA) and Sawyer Beatty (APSS). 

After an exciting 3-1 win for Scotland in the 
“veterans” game, the U12 boys and U12 girls 
took to the field. On Pitch 1, Mark Grainger’s 
HKJFL Island Team took on a Peninsular 
team coached by Paul Smith of APSS. A 
very close game, with some good football on 
both sides, ended 3-1 for the Peninsular side. 

Turner Jackson and Byron Doughty, both of 
Tai Tam Tigers were voted Best Players. Over 
on Pitch 2, Ian Meekcoms’ Peninsular team 
squeezed home 2-0 over the Island Girls of 
coach Jeremy Prepscius, after another close 
game. Lisa Trimingham (HKFC) and Lacey 

Jackson (Tai Tam Tigers) were deserved 
winners of the Best Player awards.

A large crowd rolled up to watch the next 
match between the HKJFL Under 14 select 

and the South China Under 14 Team. The 
game was played at a high tempo in the first 
half and was very close, 1-1 at half time. 
However, in the second half, HKJFL (coached 
by Eder Ferreira of BTS) struggled after 
bringing on their full compliment of subs. 
It proved too much of a change and South 
China played some good football to emerge 
as 3-1 winners. The Best Player awards went 
to Patrick Ng for South China and Ian Won 
(BTS) for HKJFL, the latter for a well-taken 
free kick to bring the teams even at the end of 
the first half.

The final game was the Under 16 clash 
between a HKJFL Select Team and South 
China. The HKJFL team got off to a very good 
start but soon went behind against the run of 
play, 1-0. They seemed to maintain the upper 
hand for most of the game and equalised with 
a free kick from one of the Best Player 
winners, Tom Angell. However, South China 
made better use of their substitutes and 

SOCCER

Boxing Day Annual Match:

Scotland 3-1 England

Scotland 
Management Team:

Scott Semple and  
Allan Fraser

Scotland Captain:
Andy Hunter

England  
Management Team:  

Ashley Dyer

England Captain:  
Mark Grainger

 Scott Semple

squeaked home 2-1 at full time. The other 
Best Player was Wong Chun from South 
China.  
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Much of the pre-match preparations 
for this year surrounded the 
controversy of the continued 
denial to include penalty kicks 

in the event of a draw. Thankfully and 
completely unnecessarily they would not be 
required as this year we managed to have an 
outright winner by way of a Scotland victory 
following two years of draws including a 
stalemate last year for quite possibly the first 
time ever! 

In a year of Brexit and Trump I had a feeling 
if we could put it to a vote it would shake 
up the establishment, which amazingly it 
did! This is what happens when you let the 
people rule and “We Are The People”! There 
has been a feeling that the match has been 
getting a bit too serious over the years, 
especially after I was told by former member 
Tommy Banks that one year the game 
finished 9-9, and following every goal each 
team would have a dram! Tom Smith shaved 
half his beard off, donned a kilt and England 
shirt and played a half for each team! I’m not 
sure if we’ll get back to those sort of antics 
but something to think about for next year! 

With all of that out of the way, everyone could 
focus on the match at hand. Despite a small 
but perfectly formed squad, Scotland were 
feeling relaxed, no doubt helped with a bit of 

Rod Stewart on the changing room speaker 
with “Da Ya Think I’m Sexy?” No need to 
answer that one folks.

England were also looking the part with their 
sizeable squad full of strength and depth, but I 
had the feeling we might have a chance today 
especially with the cry from Graeme Lane 
“What’s this? Are we playing Albion reserves?!” 
To be fair he may have had a point, although I 
wouldn’t have called them reserves! 

A fair bit of ducking and diving in the transfer 
window saw new Scotland caps for Colin 
Spanos (married into the Campbell Clan), 
Fouad (Auld Alliance), goalkeeper Will 
Donker (Dutch name. Dutch = Orange, which 
is another way of saying “Ginger”, Irn Bru 
is ginger hence he can play for Scotland! 
Jack Charlton would be proud of that 
one!) and our very own “Mo Johnson” Tom 
Taw (Scottish Grannie) who had foolishly 
played for England the year before. It was 
a turnaround he would not regret. The rest 
of the squad were made up of stalwarts of 
previous campaigns and famous victories. 

The conditions were perfect and under a 
bright winter sun both team captains, Andy 
Hunter and Mark Grainger, exchanged 
pleasantries under the watchful eye of referee 
Godwin Yan and the match was soon 
underway. 

It wasn’t long before chances were being made 
at each end. Richard Maton, with his lucky 
scoring record in this fixture was proving to be 
a handful for the Scottish back three of Jamie 

Milne, Tom McGillycuddy and Colin Spanos. 

The middle of the pitch was also proving 
to be a key battleground. On one side you 
have the classy graceful England pairing of 
Mark Grainger and Michael Campion who 
were themselves duelling it out for the prize 
of nicest hair in the club. They were ably 
supported by the legs of Joe Jenkinson and 
Niall Cox and the grunt of Simon Page – 
someone has to do the ugly work and there 
is no one uglier than Pagey! Although partner 
in crime Graeme Lane can certainly give him 
a run for his Yen. Over the course of the first 
half appearances in central midfield included 
Liverpool’s own Tim Bredbury, Northern 
monkey Gavin McDermott and water pistol 
Pete Hurst. 

On the flip side for the mighty Scots lined up 
with a 5-man midfield, including one of two 
father-son combinations in this match. Andy 
Hunter was anchoring the midfield with son 
Charlie in the right wing-back position. In 
the centre Stew McInnes was looking a lot 
fresher than last year’s match – it’s amazing 
what a night NOT on the tiles can do to you. 
Beside him, Calum Henderson under the 

The ever determined Mark Grainger

Jim Seddon getting his fingertips to the ball Mick Lonergan looking for help  Andy Hunter in control

Rory v Anto, Young v Old, Evil v Good McInnes has a pop
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proud and watchful eye of father Tommy in 
the stands, gave a standout performance. 
Tom Taw was in the left wing-back position 
and was making some great threatening runs 
down the flank. It was through one of these 
runs that Tom flighted an inch-perfect cross 
for his opposite wide man Charlie Hunter to 
coolly slot home the first goal of the match 
and keep up his impressive goal scoring 
record in this fixture. 1-0 Scotland.

Russell Henderson was then introduced 
before half time to add some direct play with 
his usual hustle and bustle style. 

At the other end, Will Donker was well on 
the way to securing the man of the match 
prize by consistently showing a safe pair of 
hands. Anything at him, he was holding, and 
anything that had the slightest sign of danger 
he would swat away to avert the danger. And 
even when England did get the beating of 
him following a quite beautiful stramash, he 
had Spanos on the line to throw his body on 
the line and “save” the day. 

The confidence coming from the solid 
defensive performance was starting to filter 
throughout the team, and with Scottish 
strikers Anto Grabo and Fouad, we’re 
consistently putting the English defence 
to the test. Liam Herbert was a rock in 
defence, with Ashley Dyer and Martin 
Sullivan keeping guard ahead of veteran 
goalie Big Bad Bob Sawhney. Out in 
the full back positions, the other father 
son combination of Mick Lonergan and 
Rory Lonergan were keeping things tight, 
although Mick was left exposed when 
Graeme Lane was ahead of him. 

Just before half time the English defence was 
breached once more. This time, by some tidy 
work from Anto on the left to setup Fouad to 
lift the ball into the net. 2-0 Scotland. 

In the second half both sides made a flurry 
of changes. For England, the ever reliable 
Jim Seddon came on in goals, Rich Le 

Gallez, Rob Winmill, Melvyn Ford and 
Ben Bradley also made their appearance. 
Scotland brought on Nam Ngyuen and 
Scott Semple (yours truly) to add some 
much needed tempo, speed and flair to the 
match. 

And it was during the opening exchanges of 
this half where Scotland extended their lead 
further. 

Each side continued to probe without 
coming too close until there was a foul just 
outside the English box. Calum Henderson 
stepped up and struck a quite exquisite 
shot towards the postage stamp of the goal 
which Sedders somehow managed to get 
a hand to and push onto the bar, however 
unluckily for him the ever sprightly McGrabo 
was there to tap the rebound into the net and 
extend the lead. 3-0 Scotland.

With the pressure now off, it was time for me 
to rub a wee bit of salt into the wound with 
my customary nutmeg, and Ben Bradley 
was a willing victim. Sorry Ben. 

Wait, what is this? Manager Ashley Dyer 
has deserted the sinking ship? With about 
20 minutes to go he was off, but to be fair 
to him he did have a flight to catch, although 
I’m sure he left to get some more time at the 
airport lounge to drown his sorrows with a 
pint of white wine.

With the match slowly winding down and only 
seconds on the clock, and out of sympathy, 
Godwin felt it was time to show the Christmas 
spirit had not completely departed, and 
awarded England with a penalty kick. Up 
stepped Campo to slot the ball beyond young 
Will in goals to give the score line a slightly 
more flattering and respectable look – so 
there at least was one penalty on the day! 3-1 
Scotland.

And that was that! The final whistle was 
blown much to the delight of the tartan army 
in the stands. 

Special thanks to Allan Fraser for all of his help 
and key insight on the day and for letting me 
play for the last half hour even though I was on 
the verge of collapse. Godwin also deserves 
praise for how he once again handled the 
match and the players. Thanks also to Section 
Captain Steve Tew, Chairman Kieran Flynn 
and Dodgy Match Announcer David “Willo” 
Williamson for all their efforts to make the 
Boxing Day Football Festival what it is. 

Majestic Milne

One nil to Scotland thanks to 
Hunter Junior Who can I nutmeg next - you’ll do Man of the Match — Will Donker with his eye on the ball

SCOTLAND SQUAD:
Will Donker, Jamie Milne, Tom 
McGillycuddy, Colin Spanos, Charlie 
Hunter, Andy Hunter (c), Tom 
Taw, Calum Henderson, Stewart 
McInnes, Anto Grabo, Fouad, Russell 
Henderson, Nam Nguyen, Scott 
Semple

ENGLAND SQUAD:
James Seddon, Bob Sawhney, 
Michael Lonergan, Rory Lonergan, 
Liam Herbert, Joe Jenkinson, Peter 
Hurst, Tim Bredbury, Martin Sulllivan, 
Mark Grainger(c), Ashley Dyer, 
Michael Campion, Simon Page, Gavin 
McDermott, Rich Gallez, Rob Winmill, 
Ben Bradley, Niall Cox, Richard 
Maton, Graeme Lane, Melvyn Ford.

REFEREE: 
Godwin Yan
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 Junior Soccer News

Operation Santa Claus Tournament  
another great day of football for a great cause

Under 9 Junior Tournament

In the Junior Tournament, 14 teams 
competed in the Under 9 competition. 
Each team had a squad of up to 10 players 
meaning that 140 kids could enjoy the 

tournament. In addition to club teams and 
their supporters, who have been involved 
year-in year-out, this year we made an effort 
to bring in more schools and a girls team, in 
hopes of giving more kids a chance to play 
and exposing OSC to a wider community. 

This season saw Quarry Bay School, Glenealy 
School and Chinese International School as 

new school participants, and for the first time, 
we added an Under 10 Hong Kong Junior 
Football League (HKJFL) Girls team which 
comprised HKFC players playing alongside 
other HKJFL clubs. All in, we had 5 school 
teams, 8 club sides and the HKJFL girls 
team, with HKFC fielding 4 teams (3 x U9 
teams and 1 x U8 team) and co-ordinating 
the HKJFL girls team. 

Over the course of the morning a total of 54 
matches were played, culminating in 4 finals 
(Cup, Plate, Shield and Bowl). The winners of 

The Operation Santa Claus (OSC) Football Tournament took place on 4th 
December 2016 at Stanley Ho Sports Ground. This was the 19th anniversary 
for the event and like those before it, this was another great day of football and 
for a great cause. The Soccer Section continues to be a major contributor to the 
event, both financially and on the pitch. The Junior Soccer Programme ran the U9 
tournament in the morning, the Crusaders played their annual intra-squad match, 
and our senior team competed in the senior tournament in the afternoon.

P4 HKFC 1 – Bowl Winners

Santa giving out candy at OSC

P4 HKFC 3 – Cup Winners

  Nam Nguyen, Chairman – Junior Soccer Programme
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HKJFL Girls All Star Team

the Cup and Bowl were our own HKFC teams, whilst KCC picked up the Plate 
and SC Dragons won the shield. It was a great fun day of football for all!

Our P4 (U9) age group had three teams entered due to the huge interest from 
our players. The uniqueness of this tournament was that we had several of 
our HKFC players playing instead for their school teams. Many familiar faces 
on both sides of the pitch with some fierce competition. Our P4 teams played 
quality football with HKFC3 winning the Cup and HKFC1 winning the bowl. 

Our P3 (U8) team were in no way overawed by playing against the bigger kids 
from P4. They acquitted themselves admirably, winning four out of their six 
group matches. Their performance merited a quarter final in the Cup against 
HKFC 3, where they came up slightly short, losing 2-1 in a close fought and 
very competitive match. The HKJFL Girls team struggled to find points in the 
group stage but came on strong in the knockout round and finished runner up 
in the Shield Finals. Big big thanks to Brendan Mcgraw (P6 Head Coach and 
Tournaments Director) for organising an excellent tournament. Thanks also to 
the many HKFC volunteer coaches, including Erik Palmetto (P4 Head Coach) 
and Tony Bruno (P3 Head Coach) for organizing their respective age groups, 
Rolf Geling (U10 Girls Coach) for coaching the HKJFL Girls Team and Jody 

Strong (Girls Head Coach) for putting together the Girls team…as well as 
dressing up as an elf!  And as Christmas would not be the same without 
Santa, thanks to Dan Lawrence (P1 Head Coach) for putting on the Santa 
outfit and giving out candy!    

JUNIOR SOCCER

HKFC have been an annual fixture in the 
senior 5-a-side tournament, and every year 
there  is a threat to take home silverware. 
This year was no different. Manager Darren 

“Daz” McEntee clearly had the Cup in mind when 
he assembled a talented squad built around some of 
HKFC’s greatest legends such as himself, Graeme 
Lane, Jamie Milne and Nam Nguyen. To complement 
this experience (or to make up for lack of speed and 
fitness), he added Dan Lawrence (Santa Claus) and 
three rising stars from our Youth Pathway academy 
programme – U16 goalie Alessandro Systermans and 
U18 field players Clayton Gibb and Monty Higgins.   

HKFC made a statement in its first group match, 
beating perennial favourite CBRE 5-0. Poor finishing, 
however, led to a disappointing 0-0 draw against Savills 
before the team bounced back with a 4-0 win against 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch. In the final group match, 
a win was needed to win the group but once again 
dominating possession with poor finishing resulted in 
only a 0-0 draw against Societe Generale. We finished 
second in the group, moving on to play UBS, top of the 
other group, in the Cup Semi-finals.

In a tight and relatively even match, UBS took the lead 
on a rare defensive breakdown, the first goal conceded 
on the day. As we had to chase the match and push 
everyone including our goalie up to find the equalizer, 

Senior Team Takes Home the Plate

we conceded the second goal with only a few minutes left. Disappointing but no 
shame in losing to a solid UBS team. We moved to the Plate Finals where we 
regained our finishing and won 3-1 against Linklaters to take home the Plate. 

OSC continues to be one of the most enjoyable and meaningful tournaments for 
the Section. In addition to playing football for a great cause, this was a great 
opportunity for some of our younger academy players (and future senior stars) to 
play alongside Section veterans.    

HKFC Plate Winners



Charity Partner of  
the Soccer Section  

 Proud to support HKFC 
Crusaders Special Soccer

 Crusaders Soccer News

Sunday 4th December saw the HKFC Crusaders wow 
the lunchtime crowds - players and parents who 
were assembled for the morning’s Junior Soccer 
tournament at Sandy Bay, Pokfulam - with their silky 

skills and determination to make their presence felt on and off 
the pitch.

Running on to the pitch when their name was called, waving to 
the assembled crowds and receiving thunderous applause, it 
had all the trappings of a major sporting moment. In fact…

This exhibition match is now such a firm favourite in the OSC 
programme that it has turned into an “ El Classico “ battle 
between the Crusaders White and Blue. As one would expect 
from the HKFC Crusaders, it was full of emotion, drama, 
crunching tackles, various levels of gesticulations and banter…
and goals!!

Last year’s Blue team were out to build on two straight wins 
at the OSC tournament, but this year the Whites had their 
secret weapon back on form – a fit and determined to score 
Sean Browne! 

And score he did, but only after the Blues went ahead via an 
early break away goal by Jennifer Means. This did however 
spur the Whites on to step up a gear, and two goals then came 
in quick succession, one from Cheech (whose goal celebration 
was pure English Premiership material) and finally 2 minutes 
from the end of play, from Sean, to give the Whites a 2-1 final 
scoreline victory.

Congratulations to HKFC Crusaders White team of: Sean, Gary, 
Alex, Elaine, William, Cheech, Anson and Timothy, and HKFC 
Crusaders Blue team of: Josh, Jennifer, Rooney, Henry, David, 
Toby and Paul. A credit to themselves and the HKFC.

HKFC Crusaders wow the crowds  
at Operation Santa Claus

  Nigel R Merritt - HKFC Crusaders Head Coach
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