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Gothia 
Cup –  
a memory for life

For the past three years 2014-2016, 
the HKFC Boys –U16 have achieved 
great success on their home turf, 
consecutively crowned as the 
Hong Kong Champions winning the 
HKFA Jockey Club Youth League. 
To offer the boys a unique bonding 
opportunity and to test their skills 
internationally, the team was enrolled 
in the Gothia Cup this summer.

   Anders Wihlborn, U16 Team Parent

                U16 Report

Hosted in Gothenburg, Sweden, the Gothia Cup is the world’s largest and 
most international youth football tournament. Indeed, its diverse scope 
and scale renders the tournament unparalleled. Each year, around 
1,700 teams from 80 nations take part and play 4,500 games on 110 

fields. It offers a meeting place for the world’s youth, irrespective of religion, skin 
colour or nationality – with football as the common denominator.  Warm and 
welcoming, Gothenburg is the perfect host of an event of such magnitude. Whilst 
small enough to comfortably explore, its breadth offers a large variety of parks, 
hotels, entertainment and restaurants -- of which the influx of 40,000 tournament 
participants in mid-July, most definitely enjoyed. 

The tournament kicked off with an impressive three hour opening ceremony 
spanning an Olympian format ”March of the Nations”, song and dance 
entertainment as well as fireworks at a packed 42,000 spectator Ullevi Stadium 
– probably the largest crowd that any HKFC team has every performed in front 
of. The boys marched holding the Hong Kong Bauhinia flag and, to a roar of 
appreciation unleashed a dance of “the Dragon” in homage to our Asian roots. 
They were the performance of the night and the boys were the beloved target 
for photo opportunities outside the stadium. Most parents at this point made 
conservative estimations that this “taste of stardom” would be the highlight of the 
tournament. How wrong they were. 
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HKFC B16 faced a daunting challenge from the outset with fierce competition 
of 186 starting B16 teams. All in all, the boys played 11 games in 7 days, 
including a practice game against a South African U18 team. They faced 
opposition from Sweden, Norway, the US, Guernsey, Malaysia and Turkey. With 
their last competitive game back in mid-May, jet lagged and still adapting to 
rather unconventional living quarters the boys had a shaky start unnecessarily 
losing the first game. However, they rallied as a team to reach the Plate Final 
played against a Turkish team. Whilst ultimately losing on penalties following 
a heroic fight back – having gone down on a penalty in the first half –the final 
outcome cannot overshadow their brilliant effort in the seven days line up. To 
great excitement, the boys won six other knock-out games of which three on 
penalties, not to mention the excellent goalkeeping work. It was truly a fantastic 
achievement by the U16 boys and their two coaches Gavin McDermott and 
Tom Halder and – made for utter delight for the 25-30 parents that made the 
journey to support the team.

Ultimately however the tournament was not only all about success on the field. 
Throughout the seven days, the boys opted to stay in school accommodation 
with other teams: Using classrooms to sleep in, school sports facilities for 
showering and the canteen for food. The most popular meal was Swedish 
Meatballs. Apparently, players consume ¼ million of these on the day of 
the meal. Additionally, their Gothia bracelets gave all the teams freedom of 
transportation throughout the city, bringing the team to matches and allowing 
the boys to move around town independently. Everywhere they went they met a 
confluence of boys and girls of diverse nationalities, ethnicities and ages united 
by their interest in football. Living in this environment for 24 hours of the day 
created a truly special bonding opportunity – the appreciation of which will only 
grow with time. 

The parents of the HKFC U16 Boys would like to thank the team, coaches and 
HKFC for a truly glorious and memorable week at Gothia Cup 2016.   

JUNIOR SOCCER

The boys marched holding the 

Hong Kong Bauhinia flag and, to 
a roar of appreciation unleashed 

a dance of “the Dragon” in 

homage to our Asian roots. 

Tour to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
3rd -6th June 2016

For its 5th edition, a record 
130 tourists (50 more than 
last year) comprising of 
players and coaches from 
P4, P5, P6, Y7, Y8, U10 Girls 
& U12 Girls together with 
parents and siblings went to 
Phnom Penh on 3-5/6 June 
to visit Junior Soccer’s charity 
partner, Indochina Starfish 
Foundation (ISF) schools and 
compete in the ISF-HKFC 
Junior Soccer Challenge.
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The tourists brought with them over 
600 kgs of boots, kit, stationery and 
toys donated by themselves, HKFC 
and the HK community. They visited 

ISF schools for underprivileged Cambodian 
children.  Together with the ISF kids, they 
created team banners, learnt Khmer dancing, 
visited their home community (an eye opening 
experience), played football matches at ISF’s 
new sports ground and had an enjoyable stay 
at the colonial Raffles Le Royal Hotel.

On tournament day, ISF and HKFC hosted a 35 
team tournament playing for Cup, Plate, Bowl 
and Shield. P4 and P5 teams played in the U10 
boys tournament, P6 and Y7 combined to play 
in the U12 boys tournament, U10 girls and U12 
girls played in the U12 girls tournament, and 

JUNIOR SOCCER

Y8 played in the U14 boys tournament.  The opposition were all local 
teams and there were plenty of goals and some very close games.

HKFC results: P4 were Bowl runner up (losing on penalties in the final), 
P5 were Cup runner up (losing 1-2 in a close final), P6/Y7 won the 
Bowl, Y8 won the Plate, U10 girls were Bowl runner up and last but not 
least U12 girls won the Cup.

HKFC also hosted our customary tour dinner for all tourists and 
ISF staff which was held at the iconic FCC rooftop in good spirits 
highlighted by the infamous Bug Eating Challenge.  Seasoned bug 
eaters from previous tours were aware to avoid the fat juicy bugs and 
stick with the more crispier grass hoppers.

The tourists played/watched plenty of football, brought home some 
silverware, endured the heat, and saw first-hand the challenging 
conditions facing Cambodian underprivileged children.  We marvelled at 
the great work ISF is doing to help these children receive an education 
which is complemented by running a hugely successful football 
programme of over 4,000 children (including special needs).  It was 
great to see how the “beautiful game” can bring happiness to these 
children.

On behalf of the tourists, I’d like to thank ISF for hosting yet another 
great tour.  Every year, the tour gets better and we look forward again 
to next year.   

Marcus Lee, Junior Soccer Tour Co-ordinator


