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Crusaders Special Soccer

Crusaders Soccer

It wasn’t a white Christmas for the HKFC Crusaders white 
team at the Operation Santa Claus (OSC) exhibition 
match at the Chinese International School sports ground 
on Sunday 29th November, as they were beaten 2 - 0 by 

the Crusaders blue team.

As in previous years the HKFC Crusaders were invited to show 
off  their silky skills in a lunch time exhibition match in front 
of  the various participating teams in the Junior Soccer OSC 
tournament and the respective parents, as well as the outside 
broadcast team from RTHK and various reporters from the 
SCMP and they didn’t disappoint.

With a few hundred spectators lining the outside of  the centre 
pitch, the HKFC Crusaders strutted their stuff, showing off  
some mesmerising step overs, delivering some crunching tackles, 
with the respective goalies producing goal stopping saves. 
Despite piling on the pressure in the last 3 of  4 minutes of  the 
game, the white team couldn’t break down the strong defensive 
play of  the blues.

Goals for the blues by Rooney (Peter Lam) and Toby To 
produced goal celebrations worthy of  the Champions League.

Both the HKFC Crusaders white and blue teams were mixed 
gender teams and in fact the “man of  the match” award was 
actually shared by 2 girls  — Elaine, for some strong and decisive 
defence work, and Jennifer, in goal producing some tremendous 
saves to deny the white team the chance to score.

RTHK and the SCMP were on hand to interview HKFC 
Crusaders Head Coach Nigel R Merritt after the game, with 
the common questions being “what do you get out of  coaching 
the HKFC Crusaders?” “ Pure satisfaction in seeing the team 
develop and gel as a team” being the answer and “what do the 
players get out of  these type of  match?”, to which Nigel said: 
“Did you see that goal celebration, that comradery? That’s pure 
football theatre!”

As soon as the game was over and Father Christmas had 
presented the medals to the HKFC Crusaders, the chatter 
turned to: “So what’s the exact date are we flying to Phnom 
Penh for our Cambodia Tour and exhibition match?” Yet again, 
Nigel is under pressure to organise the next game to satisfy the 
HKFC Crusaders insatiable appetite for showing off  in front of  
an audience! For Cambodia tour dates, watch this space!!!

    Nigel R Merritt - HKFC Crusaders Head Coach

Christmas comes early for the Blues! 


